DSAT VERBAL - WRITING SECTION

Transitions Reference Guide

A complete breakdown of additive, adversative, causal, sequential, and other
transitions tested in DSAT Verbal.

Additive Transitions

Additive transitions are used to add information, show similarity, or introduce
additional points.

(
EXPANDING
Signal that the speaker or writer is providing additional points or information to
support the main idea.
1. In addition 4. Moreover
2. Additionally 5. Besides
3. Furthermore
.
r

EMPHASIZING

Emphasize or reinforce a point previously made. Used to highlight the significance
or truthfulness of a statement.

1. Actually 5. In fact
2.Thatis 6. Similarly

3. Likewise 7. In other words
4. Indeed




EXEMPLIFY

Employed to provide examples, clarify, or illustrate a point.

1. For example 4. In many cases
2. For instance 5. In particular
3. Specifically
.
(
Used to signal an encapsulation of the ideas mentioned before in the text.
1. In conclusion 3.Insum
2.To conclude
.

Adversative Transitions

Adversative transitions are used to connect clauses that present ideas that are
different, sometimes opposing.

r
1. However 9. In contrast
2. Regardless 10. Though
3. By contrast 11. Conversely
4. Instead 12. Nonetheless
5. Nevertheless 13. On the other hand
6. On the contrary 14. Rather
7. Still 15. That said
8. Alternately 16. Meanwhile
\,




Causal Transitions

Causal transitions imply a cause-and-effect relationship between the two connected
clauses. Below are some of the most common causal transitions that might appear in
DSAT Verbal.

r
CAUSAL
1. Thus 6. For this reason
2. Therefore 7. Hence
3. Accordingly 8. To that end
4. Consequently 9. Soon
5. As a result 10. In turn




Other Transitions

Beside the three types of transitions mentioned above, there are other transitions that
appear in the DSAT Writing Section.

( )
SEQUENTIAL
Indicate a sequence or order of events, ideas, or steps in a text.
1. First 9. Later
2. Firstly 10. Afterward
3. In the first place 11. Next
4. First of all 12. Then
5. Second 13. Subsequently
6. Secondly 14. Ultimately
7. Previously 15. Finally
8. Earlier 16. Lastly
. .

There are still many more transitions. Below are brief explanations for some that
appeared in the four Bluebook mock tests. Note that these transitions often (not
always) appear in incorrect choices.

4 A
1. In comparison / By comparison

To provide comparison (can be both additive and adversative).

2. Currently, Today, Nowadays

To describe the situation lately.

3. Elsewhere

To refer to another place or location.




. Granted, Admittedly

Often used to acknowledge a fact or concede a point before introducing a
contrasting or modifying statement. It's a way of admitting or accepting a
certain condition or circumstance.

. Fittingly

Used when something is appropriate or suitable in a particular context.

. There

To point to a specific location or indicate a particular point in time.

. Increasingly

To indicate a growing trend or a change that is becoming more prevalent over
time.




